Late thrombosis of drug-eluting stents after discontinuation of clopidogrel: report of two cases and review of the literature.
Thrombosis of intracoronary stents is a major complication associated with significant morbidity and mortality. Of concern are case reports of late (more than six months from deployment) drug-eluting stent thrombosis temporally associated with discontinuation of antiplatelet therapy and when stent endothelialization was presumed to be complete. In certain patients it appears that vascular healing at the stented segments is incomplete with increased susceptibility to late thrombosis. We report two cases of late stent thrombosis occuring more than one year after stent deployment and within weeks of discontinuation of clopidogrel. A review of the literature is presented to identify clinical and angiographic predictors of increased risk.